Vlii                                  PREFACE

science and philosophy has become less clear than it

was formerly supposed to be.   It is certain that the

*

scientific progress of the world has been the result of
thought applied to phenomena; and this surely is
something very near to philosophy. Professor Bob-
ert Flint, in his History of the Philosophy of History,
says: ""No special science is excluded from having
the closest connection with and interest in philoso-
phy, so that each special science, and even every
special subject, may be naturally said to have its
philosophy; the philosophy of a subject as distin-
guished from its science being the view or theory of
the relations of the subject to other subjects and to
the known world in general, as distinguished from the
view or theory of it as isolated or in itself."1 Pro-
fessor George G. Wilson of Brown University, in
a paper read before the Social Science Association,2
adopts this definition of Professor Flint for Social
Philosophy, which has at least the merit of once
more clearly differentiating philosophy from science,
and is to be recommended for all the other sciences.
I do not hesitate to apply it to the first part of this
work.
For the second part, however, the name social

1 Historical Philosophy in Prance and Frencfi Belgium and
Switzerland^ 1894, New York, p. 20,

2 " The Place of Social Philosophy," Journal of Social Science,
3Sro. XXXII., November, 1894, pp. 139-143.